
ICOMPREHENSION CHALLENGESl

November 5th is a holiday in Great Britain. This is the day the British
remember Guy Fawkes.

Guy Fawkes was a traitor who tried in 1605 to blow up the King of England,
KingJames I, and his government leaders. Guy and his friends managed to store
36 barrels of gunpowder in the basement under the Parliament House where the King
and his leaders were to meet. However, the plot was discovered just before the King
entered the Parliament House.

Guy Fawkes and his friends were tried and executed for their behavior.
To this day, throughout England, both young and old remember

this "Gunpowder Plot" and celebrate its discovery.
Boys and girls use dolls to represent Guy Fawkes and.

dress and paint them to look like this character. These dolls are
then taken to public places like subway stations. For a couple
of days before the holiday, the maker of the "Guy" says to
each person as he passes, "A penny for the Guyl" The
passerby looks at the doll and if he thinks the doll is ugly,
offers the boy a penny.

The evening of November 5th families and friends gather to celebrate. They
build large bonfires, sometimes pretend to burn effigies· (stuffed dolls) of Guy Fawkes
and his friends, share good food, and display fireworks.


